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Shaping a learning environment 

for gifted learners 

Exploring the process of  collaboration to develop a desired learning environment  of inclusion 
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Session Objectives 

Cultivating our unique environment 

• Exploring where we came from and where we wanted to go 

 

Consider the guiding elements in your environment 

• Who can champion your vision 

 

Creating an environment of connections 

• Enabling transformative opportunities in an excellent global education 
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Cultivating our unique environment 

• Exploring where we came from and where we wanted to go 

Flow Engagement Belonging Attendance 

Bowles, T., & Scull, J. (2019). The Centrality of Connectedness: A Conceptual Synthesis of Attending, Belonging, Engaging and Flowing.  
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The Queensland Academies 

 
• 2005 Qld Premier Peter Beattie developed the Smart State Strategy.  

    This included the creation of QASMT, QACI and QAHS.   

  The Academies would offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme "as an        

                      innovative alternative educational program for high achieving high school students“. 

• 2007 QASMT and QACI opened  to Year 10 and 11 students. 

• 2008 QAHS opened to Year 10 and 11 students.  

• 2019 QASMT introduced the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programmes to a new Year 7 cohort.  
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Queensland Academy for Health 

Science 
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Queensland Academy for Health 

Science 
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The Process of Applying to the QAs 

A successful Year 10 entry applicant will demonstrate: 

• academic ability across a breadth of subjects 

• a high level of commitment and application to study 

• high standards of personal behaviour 

• commitment to personal and social development 

• a sense of citizenship displayed through care and 
concern for others. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Application process: 
• Two most recent school reports  

• NAPLAN results  

• Edutest Higher Ability and Achievement test  

• Interview 

 



CRICOS Provider Code: 00608A 

What we were missing 

IB assessment and exams 
Learning Objectives Extra time 

Accelerated/Rigorous  
curriculum  

‘Like minded’ students 

Classroom/instructional/ 
school environment – 
Removing the barriers to 
learning for HC&G 
Learners 

What made QAs  
Different and 
unique 

Individual 
characteristics 

Education  



CRICOS Provider Code: 00608A 

Cross Academy Working Group 
Key Objectives: 
To raise the profile of gifted/high potential learners within the Academies as well as with families, 
students and communities. 
  
Step 1: 
• Assess staff understanding of highly capable and/or gifted 

learners needs. 
• Assess current practices at each Academy to support our 

students’ needs. 
• Assess the language used across the Academies for highly 

capable and/or gifted learners.  
 

Step 2: 
• Sharing each Academies Strategic plans, pedagogical 

frameworks, data analysis, professional readings. 
• Looking for patterns across the Academies in these 

practices.  
 

Step 3:  
• Developing a framework 

 

Step 4: 
• Feedback from the three Principals across the QAs. 

 
Step 5: 
• Review and implementation of feedback. 
• Review of purpose and audience.  

 
Step 6: 
• Submission to the QA Principals separately. 

 
Step 7: 
• Review and implementation of feedback. 
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Version 4 2023 

For parent body – either or both,  
but explicitly mentioned 

Inclusion of the  
words ‘Gifted Learners’ 

A guiding statement  
that gives unconditional 
positive regard for all  
Students and their  
capabilities 

Change in 
language of 
the mission 
and values 
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Consider the guiding elements in your environment 

• Who can champion your vision 
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Who can champion your 

vision? 

School vision and values                        Stakeholders                   Student engagement  

 

 

Flow Engagement Belonging Attendance 
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Creating an environment of connections 

• Enabling transformative opportunities in an excellent global education 
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Creating an environment of 

connections 

 

Enabling transformative opportunities in an excellent global education 
 

Flow Engagement Belonging Attendance 
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Learning Environment 
We recognise that our learners flourish in a challenging and inclusive learning environment where like-minded learners 

engage with each other to unlock their potential. 
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Engagement beyond the classroom 
We recognise that our learners benefit from opportunities to be engaged, challenged and extended in areas of their 

natural curiosity and strengths, in and beyond the classroom. 
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Exceptional Staff 

 
We recognise that our learners thrive when all staff within our community understand students' holistic needs to 

maximise engagement and deliver exceptional outcomes 
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Innovative Curriculum 
We recognise that our learners develop skills for broad and deep learning through concept-

based inquiry. 
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Thank You 

‘Bring a song and a smile for the banjo 

                       Better get while the getting's good’ 
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